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Amendrofcuts t the Claims : 

This listing of claixns will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claiins in 



the application: 

5 Listing of Clafcmsi 

Claims 1-15 (canceled) 

Claim 16 (currently amended): A data transfer method for topping up a 
prepaid electronic credi t, in real time, associated wiUi Aea service user over a data and 
telecommunication netwo±, es acntially in r e al tig i e, the method comprising the steps 

10 of: 

defining the service user as holder of a first electronic settlement account; 
defining a service operator as feea holder of a second electronic settfemeint 
accovint; 

transmitting a transfer signal fix)m a terminal of the service user, and 
15 increasing the prepaid electronic credit, in response to the transfer signal, by a 

predetermined electronic sum of money and, a ^c samo timei nr^Lte transferring 
the sum of money from the first electaronic setdement account to the second electronic 
settleinent account. 

Claim 17 (currently amended): A daU transfer method for topping up a 
20 prepaid electronic creditJxus^JjSS. associated witii service user over a data and 
telecommunication network as claimed in claim 16, the method further comprising the 
steps of: 

managing the prepaid electronic credit on a credit management server in 
the data and telecommunication network-a nd a tdccommuDi rnl i o n mtwork connectc i 
25 thCTOto ; 

managing the ''^^ ^.c.cmA electronic settlement aeee^ffitaseBusis on an 
account management server in the data and telecommunication network; and 

implementing a piece of money transfer software on an application server in 
the data and telecommunication network to assist in thg <teta transfer. 
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Claim 18 (currently amended); A data transfer method for topping up a 
prepaid electronic credi t in real time, associated w ith, ^a service use r over a data and 
telecommunication network as claimed bx claim 17, the method further comprising the 
steps of: 

5 setting up a connection to the application server via the terminal of the service 

user; 

using the terminal to transfer to the application server at least one of an 
authentication code and a credit identijSier for the prepaid credit, an account identifier 
for the settlement account, and the predetermined electronic sum of money; 
10 checking, \ia the application server, the transmitted data and siifficiency 

of the predetermined sum of money in the settlement account; 

debiting, if result of the check is positive, the predetermined sum of 
money from the first settlement account; 

crediting the predetermined sum of money to the second settlement account; 
15 increasing the prepaid credit by the predetermined sum of money; and 

creating a log record for the debit/credit operation. 

Claim 19 (currently amended): A data transfer method for topping up a 
prepaid electronic credi t in real time, associated with ^a service user over a data and 
telecommunication network as claimed in claim 18, the method further comprising the 
20 step of: 

transmitting, via the application server, an acknowledgment signal to the 
terminal of Aea service user vAiox the transaction has been perfoimed. 

Claim 20 (currently amended): A data transfer method for topping up a 
prepaid electronic credi t, in real time, associated with service user over a data and 
25 telecommunication network as claimed in claim 18, the method fiirther comprising the 
steps of: 

automatically setting up a connection, to check the credit identifier, between 
the application server and the credit management server; and 

automatically setting up a connection, to check the account identifier of the 
30 settlement account, between tiie application server and the account management 
server, 
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Claim 21 (cuixently amended): A data transfer method for topping up a 
prepaid electronic credit- in real time, associated with the service user (jv r a data and 



telecommunication network as claimed in claim 18, the method fijrther comprising the 
step of: 

5 entering one of the authentication code and tbg_credit and account identifier 

and the predetermined sum of money on the terminal of service user via one of 
keyboard and voice entry under menu control. 
Claim 22 (cancelled). 

Claim 23 (currently amended): A data transfer method for topping up a 
10 prepaid electronic credit associated with #iei service user over a data and 
telecommunication network as claimed in claim 3217, the method forther comprising 
the step of: 

transmitting, via the application server, a first and a second acknowledgment 
signal to the ilr^t nnd nnr^nVn iip«^ervice user and the service operator, 

1 5 respectively, when a transfer has been made. 

Claim 24 (currently amended): A data transfer method for topping up a 
prepaid electronic r-mHi t. in real time, associated with ^a service user over a data and 
telecommunication network as claimed in claim 16, the method ftirther comprising the 
step of: 

20 performing at least part of the transfer operation over a mohile radio network. 

Claim 25 (currently amended): A data transfer system for topping up a prepaid 
electronic credit of a service user over a data and telecommunication networkjnreal 
time, ooflontiaUy in real tim e? comprising: 

a credit counter, managed on a credit management server, for stoiii^ the 

25 electronic credit; 

first and second settlement account memories on at least one account 

management server; 

money transfer software, implemented on an application server, for 
electronically transferring money from the first settlement account momorioo m^noiy 
30 to the rrnHit memnr ysftcond settlement account memorv in r eal time, and for 
transmitting assooiat d data to the credit memory: 
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a service user terawbaal connected to lie data and telecommunicatioii network 
for entering and traasniitting data required for t opping up tbe credit to the application 
server; and 

a data link between the application server, the credit management server, the 

5 account management server and liie service user t erminal for potforming d^ 
r^ntnmnTiiKa tinTi associated with the data fe anafers which topa iipfe ans ^ the credit 

Claim 26 (currently amended): A data transfer system for topping up a prepaid 
electronic credit of a service user over a data and telecommunication network jnregi 
time as claimed m claim 25, wherein the terminal is a mobile radio terminal connected 

10 to a mobile radio network. 

Claim 27 (currently amended): A data transfer system for topping up a prepaid 
electronic credit of a service user over a data and telecommunication network in real 
time a s claimed in claim 25, wherein the prepaid credit is stored on a prepaid card 
associated with a service operator and a mobile radio network. 

1 5 riaim 28 (currently amended): A data transfer system for topping up a prepaid 

electronic credit of a service user over a data and telecommunication network in real 
time a s claimed in claim 25, wherein a bigger signal is transmitted from a first fl ie 
service user t erminal to trigger fte-a^transfer of money from the first setttement 
account memory to the second settlement account memory and to increase *ea count 

20 of the credit counter, and the prepaid electronic credit is associated with a second 
terminal. 

Claim 29 (currently amended): A data transfer system for topping up a prepaid 
electronic credit of a service user over a data and telecommunication network in real 
time a s claimed in claim 26, wherein the prepaid card is associated with the second 
25 terminal as a mobile radio terminal. 

Claim 30 (currently amended): A data transfer system for topping up a prepaid 
electronic credit of a service user over a data and telecommunication network as 
claimed in claim 25, wherein the appUcation server has an authentication code 
memory and a comparison unit, connected at an input, for comparing an authentication 
30 code received from the first -service user t erminal with a stored authentication code, 
and for outputting an enable signal for the payment operation if the twoautfaentication 
code received from the service user terminal and the stored a uthentication code match. 
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Claim 3 1 (cuirentiiy amended); A data transfer system for topping up a prepaid 
electronic credit of a service user over a data and telecommunication network in real 
time as claimed in claim 30, \^iierein the application server ha$ a decoding xmit for 
obtaining at least one of a credit and an account identifier for one of the prepaid 
5 electronic credit and the settlement account from the authentication code. 
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